A NOTE FROM KAHU AKANA

Dear Members and Friends of Kōloa Union
Church:
I thought I would let you give a “State of the
Church” message, in part for those who were
unable to attend our Annual Congregational
Meeting in January and also to give some updates:

Membership and Attendance: We brought in
13 new members between June 2014 and December 2015, including 8 during the calendar
year (2015). We have a handful of new members who will be joining on Easter Sunday (I
don’t have the final count for a couple more
days) and others will be joining later in the
spring, as they were unable to attend our membership gathering or on Easter Sunday. I am
happy to report that our attendance has increased as well, mostly in the 80’s during the
past two months, with one Sunday brining in
90 worshipers. Last year, attendance during
this time was in the 60’s and 70’s. I am pleased
that we continue to attract new people, many of
whom want to join the church!
Confirmation: I just returned from our Confirmation Retreat at Koke‘e, which was attended
by 10 youth! I told them that they are now able
to join the church whenever they would like,
but it needs to be their decision, not mine…not
their parents…no one but theirs. Several of our
youth are thinking about joining the church
soon. At the end of the retreat, we asked the
youth how many of them wanted to have another retreat like this, and every single one of
them raised their hand! They also talked about
a lot of other activities and projects they would
like to do in the future! I am glad that our
youth group now has energy and vision!
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Music: We voted in January to add an accompanist to our budget for 2016. Since that time,
Fay Bartels has decided to retire as our Music
Director, effective May 31. I am very grateful for
Fay’s service to Kōloa Union Church, for her
willingness to stay until we find a new Director,
as well as fill in as accompanist and play the
organ as needed in the future. Fay has served
our church faithfully and shared her musical
talents with us for many years. We will keep
the congregation posted on a retirement party
that we are planning for Fay! In the meantime,
we have created a position description for a
new Music Director and will be posting the positions throughout the community right after
Easter. Please let me know if you know of any
good candidates you can recommend. By the
way, our accompanist position is on hold until
the new Music Director is found.

Finances: We had a successful financial year
in 2015, after several years of borrowing a significant amount of money to pay our bills and
salaries. The increase of income to the general
fund in the last 2 years is 64%, and we raised
nearly $300,000 on top of that for the Capital
Campaign! I am filled with gratitude for the
generosity of the people of Kōloa Union Church!
Even though we ended the year in the black for
the first time in years, however, we started the
year with very little money in the bank after we
paid our bills. Our Church Council voted to
move $20,000 out of our permanent funds into
the general fund just to make sure we can pay
salaries and bills in the coming months. The
Council plans to return this money to the permanent funds by the end of the year. With your
ongoing generous support, I am confident we
will be able to do this.
Cont. on page 3
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Annual Rummage Sale
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***DATE CHANGED***
Saturday, April 23, 8:00 am—12:00 noon

Donations can be dropped off at the church.
Please do not drop off big items (furniture, etc)
until later as we have storage issues. We need
volunteers to stage all donations, volunteers to
work the sale, etc. …...

Wednesday, April 20-afternoon & evening
Thursday, April 21-morn afternoon, evening
Friday, April 22-morning, afternoon, evening
Saturday, April 23-early morning till 1 pm.
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WORK DAY AT WAINEKE CABINS

Friday, April 1: arrival time 3:00 pm.
Dinner, singing games, sharing;
oxtail soup dinner by Uncle Diki.

Saturday, April 2: breakfast by Uncle Diki;
cabin & grounds clean up day—painting,
general cleaning in the fresh mountain air.
No fee for staying Friday night—bring a
friend.
Questions:
Glenn Frazier
634-0041

USHERS

Leftovers? We need volunteers to haul them
away. We would appreciate any and all baked
goods for our Bake Sale. All proceeds will go
directly to our Youth Fund.

ALOHA HOUR

April 03—Ramos Moe Baptiste

April 10—Machin Kunimura Brierley
April 17—Giovanni Osuga

April 24—Odo Honjo Foley
May 01—Asahi Rebb It0

May 08—Smythe Chaffin McCoubrey
May 15—Sakimae Kakinami Gunning
May 22—Ramos Moe Baptiste

APRIL
Doug Duvauchelle
Sheri Fu
MAY
JoRae Baptiste
Debbie Gunning

LAYREADERS

April 3—Edie Moe
April 10—Kerry Mori
April 17—Debbie Gunning
April 24—Doug Duvauchelle
May 01—Graceleanor Baird
May 08—Phyllis Kunimura
May 15—Larry Chaffin
May 22—Virginia Dunas
May 29—JoAnne Machin
June 05—Kei Osuga

Our Prayers: prayers for healing and strength for Brenda, Erin Dollie Brierley,
Chandler, Rich, Jo Duvauchelle, Francisca Padua, Ted Asahi, Tiffany &
Kimo Marrotte; prayers of comfort for the families of Mercy Ching (Nani’s
mom), Glenn Hontz and Karen Johnson’s cousin Terry; prayers of peace
and comfort for Emiko Akana (Kahu’s aunt), Miyeko Yamane, Al Moe,
John Lustman.
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Capital Campaign: We have made great progress so far with work done on the front of the church,
a new pulpit, railing in the music area, blinds in my office, arbor and bell tower, and a handful of
smaller projects. We will have new fans in the sanctuary and a new parking lot and landscaping
very soon. Thank you so much for your “over and above” generosity to make our church look and
feel welcome and inviting to all!
Aloha nui loa!
Kahu Akana

‘Aha Mokupuni

Friday, April 29
5:30-6:30P.M. Dinner

April 29-30, 2016
Kapa‘a First Hawaiian Church
4-1325 Kuhio Highway in Kapa‘a

A delicious meal will be provided by Kapa‘a First Hawaiian Church.

Please write your name on the sign-up sheet at church if you plan to eat!

6:30-9:00 P.M. ‘Aha Mele

Join us for our annual “songfest” where every church of the Kaua’i Association of the United
Church of Christ is invited to sing a song or present a musical number.
Our own Kahu Akana will give a brief message of encouragement, entitled “Sharpen Our Vision,” to all of the churches.

Saturday, April 30
8:00-9:30 A.M. Breakfast & Registration

Please write your name on the sign-up sheet by April 10 if you plan to eat!

9:30-11:30 A.M. Kaua‘i Association Annual Meeting

Come and hear what is going on in the Kaua‘i Association, including our Waineke Retreat in
Koke‘e, youth ministry, new officers and proposed budget. We will also hear from our Associate Conference Minister, the Rev. Richard Kamanu.

11:45 A.M.-12:45 P.M. Worship Service

During this special annual worship service, we will install our new officers and hear a message from Kahu Barry Mick and music from the youth of Kapa‘a First Hawaiian Church.

12:45-1:30 P.M. Lunch

Please write your name on the sign-up sheet at church if you plan to eat!

1:30-3:00 P.M. Visioning Workshop

Kahu Alan Akana will lead a workshop on the theme “Sharpen Our Vision.” The plan is for
every church in the Association to participate and share what they would like for our vision
to be in the coming years. The more people from every church, the better! Come and share
what your vision is for your Association!
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all their meals! Dan & Naomi went on their
annual March Madness trip. While there,
they were entertained by Bruce Springsteen for 3-1/2 hours! Non-stop!!!! Our
sanctuary has been overflowing on Sundays this spring! Awesome having so many
visitors and our ‘snowbird” ohana back
with us. Bonnie had a
grand time listening to
Willie K at E Kanikapila
Kakou (EKK). Fay & Alice are here enjoying a
previous EKK.
(picture
taken by my on-the-job
photographer, Lee Bowen.) Each time you
have recently gone to the Koloa Post Office, the clerks asked you to go to a website
to ‘tell the USPS about your postal experience’. I have probably done 15+ surveys.
Koloa Post Office was #2 in the state in
receiving the most responses! That means
we care enough about our post office to
take the time to do the survey! Palm Sunday is the last Sunday of Lent & the beginning of Holy Week. It commemorates the
triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem,
days before he was crucified. Palm fronds
were thrown
in front of Jesus as a sign
of
homage.
Palm fronds
were a symbol of peace
and victory.

Page 5

Sydney & Caleb register at the Hawaii
State Junior Golf Association.
Dad, Paul,
is the PGA golf pro at the Hokuala Golf
Club .

The groundbreaking for our current sanctuary
was on Sunday, July 31, 1960. Participating
were: Rev. M. Shigematsu (the Issei pastor
who lived with my grandparents), Dr. Nelson
Dreier (General Secretary of the Hawaii Evangelical Association), Rev. Susumu Yamane
(pastor), Mabel Waterhouse (church member),
George Rosenberger (church member), Toyo
Nishida (moderator), Takeshi Kure (church
member and contractor) and 3 year old Naomi
Yamane Giovanni. Today, 56 years later, we

are in the middle of our very successful Capital
Campaign: updating, renovating, improving
curb appeal and parking area and more. We
always enjoy having Rev. Yamane “in the
house” for a visit. He approves of the improvements and especially likes the new arbor. The
arbor will be identified in his honor with a
plaque.
If you
would like to donate an article in
honor of someone,
please approach
the Capital Campaign committee.

Page 3

Koloa Union Church Newsletter

AUNTY NIELE’S NEWSY NOTES

Volume 9, Issue 4

By Penny Osuga

NOTE: Penny Osuga is Aunty Niele, our reporter for this column. Niele is the Hawaiian word for “nosy.” If you have any
news to share in this column, please contact Aunty Ni`ele at
the church office @ 742-6622 or through her church email address: kucpenny@gmail.com.

Enjoyed a visit with our
members, Dan & Joy King!
Is it something in our water?
Last month we had a set of
twins (Jane & Penny) and
this month we
have another set!! JoAnne &
Joy!
The Sunday School
youth did a cute presentation
“Seven Days of Creation!”
Shucks, did not get a picture….must use your imagination. The Chancel Choir
sang one of my favs—”For
God So Loved the World.” Loved it! Kimo
& Tiffany enjoyed the concert of Fiji &
Mana’o Company at the soon-to-be world
famous Poipu Beach Athletic Club! Check it
out, very cool there!
How can you resist
this cute sales team of
Skylar and Sydney as
they sell their Girl
Scout cookies?? High five to Palani as he
graduates with his MS in Management Science & Engineering!!! From Stanford, no
less!! And now he has secured a job from
March-May on the Big Island!! Reforestation in Hilo!!! So hopefully we will get to
see him once or twice. We hosted a movie
night with some discussion following. Al-

ways fun to have drinks and popcorn! We
enjoyed our six Lenten Soup Suppers followed
by
discussions
on
“Getting
Grounded” as we focused on Diana Butler
Bass’ book, Grounded: Finding God in the
World, A Spiritual Revolution. Thanks to all
who made delicious soups, thanks to Uncle
Diki who came early to set up and cleaned
up for us. Lee and Carol Bowen sent me
pictures with Kahu enjoying the island
sunset. Lee also got JoRae and Sheryl on
the wall at Nihi Kai.

Thank you, Missy, for creating our gorgeous Sunday altar flower arrangements.
And Bonnie for funding the floral mission.
Kahu did a ‘book signing’ at the Talk Story
bookstore in Hanapepe. Beware—Phyllis
Kunimura had successful cataract surgery
so she can see ALL!!! I KNOW the Sakimae
ohana is ecstatic having Sarah & Jayden
home for a visit. Thanks, Doug, for filling
in when Kahu was at a Youth
Confirmation Retreat in Kokee.
The youth of Koloa Union enjoyed the retreat! Am certain
the nights were very cold!
Thanks, again, to Uncle Diki, for preparing

KOLOA UNION CHURCH
P.O. BOX 536

3289 POIPU ROAD

KOLOA, HAWAII 96756

KOLOA UNION CHURCH

SUNDAY EVENTS
10:30 a.m. Sunday School and
Worship Service
STAFF

Rev. Dr. Alan Akana, Pastor
revdocakana@gmail.com
Penny Osuga,
Adminstrative Assistant
kucpenny@gmail.com
Fay Bartels, Director of Music
Fbartels4ky@hawaiiantel.net
Phone: (808) 742-6622
www.koloaunionchurch.org
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